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                                Processing  



Processing (Continued) 

 Before releasing turtles, we “work them up”. 
Basically, we perform a variety of processes to 
help define a turtle so it will be easier to identify 
them later on. These processes include: 
◦ Measuring its carapace and plastron(top and bottom of 

shell) 

◦ Measuring its concavity(the depression in the plastron) 
and determining its gender(based on concavity depth a 
deep concavity shows male and small to no concavity 
shows female) 

◦ Counting its annuli (Shows how old the turtle is) 

◦ Measuring its weight 

◦ Drill holes to give turtles a number 

 



Why we do this 

 Tortoises from around 
the state are dug up 
from areas being 
developed and sent 
here to be re-
habilitated (if 
needed) and released 
into pens to promote 
breeding to raise the 
population of 
tortoises. 



Releasing 



Releasing (Continued) 

 After the turtles had been worked up, we 
would release them in one of the turtle 
pens. 
◦ We started by covering the shells of the turtles 
with sand to help mask their scent before 
letting them go 

◦ Then, once we had a burrow for them, we 
would place them just outside the burrow and 
hope for the best: That they would go inside 
and use the burrow rather than crawl away to 
fend for itself without a home 

 



Flora and Fauna 
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Snake, Snake, 
Snake 

Bob’s happy 
expression 
after leaping 
out of a 
moving vehicle 
to chase after 
a Black Racer. 



Surveying 

We used pink flagging 
tape to mark 
wherever we found a 
burrow so that we 
could estimate how 
many turtles we had 
in each pen as well as 
locate unused 
burrows to place 
other turtles that 
didn’t already have 
one 



Grass 

A major diet of 
Gopher Tortoises is 
Gopher Grass, so one 
day, we relocated 
some Gopher Grass 
into one of Biophilia’s 
Gopher pens. It 
involved digging up a 
truck-full of Gopher 
Grass from one of 
the Trails and moving 
it to the pens to be 
planted into the 
ground and watered.  



Off the grid 

We also visited 
Biophilia’s solar-
powered barn. 
When visiting 
here, we tested 
the water 
quality and even 
talked a little 
about how old 
this building 
was and how its 
been used.  



The End 

  During this experience we mostly learned 
how to survey land for tortoise burrows. 
Also, we got to see many aspects of 
wildlife that we had never seen before. 
This includes the names of a large variety 
of plants, such as, Longleaf Pine, Live 
Oak, Gopher Apple, Butterfly Weed, and 
Persimmon. We even learned about the 
large importance of Gopher Tortoises as a 
keystone species. 


